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TEXT II: LESEVERSTÄNDNIS  (60 marks) (22, 10, 6, 12, 10) 
Where all answers are in German: Award half marks only if manipulation of relevant 
information is attempted. Evidence needed that candidates have understood the text. 
1. (22 marks) 

  
 
 
 

 

Cynthia 
(10 marks: 1, 1, 1, 2, 2, 3) 

 

Mahdi 
(12 marks: 1, 1, 1, 2, 2, 5) 

 
 Age? 

 
19 (1) 

 
17 (1) 

 
Comes from? 

 
Syria (1) 

 
Afghanistan (1) 

 
Currently lives where? 

 
Hamburg (1) 

 
Bremen (1) 

 
Number of brothers and 
sisters? 
 

 
one brother (2) 

 
two brothers (2) 

  
 
Father’s profession? 
 

 
business man (2) 

 

 
electrician (2) 

 

  

Future plans? 

Any ONE detail: 3 marks 
1. She wants to be a doctor/to 
 study medicine 
2. To work (in Germany) 

  

Any TWO details: 5 marks: 3, 2 
1. To do his (German) Leaving 
 Certificate/Abitur 
2. To study (IT) 
3. To find work (in Bremen/in the 
 city) 
4. To live with his family 
5. To start a new life 

6. To stay (in Germany) 
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2. (10 marks: (a) 5; (b) 5) 
 

 (a) 5 marks : 3, 2  
 What motivates Cynthia to embark on a professional career in Germany?  Give details.  

       Any TWO of the following details:  5 marks: 3, 2 
 

1. She always/as a child she wanted to be a doctor. 
2. She likes a challenge. 
3. She wants people to say: You did well, Cynthia! 
4. In Syria it is not normal that women get the job they want. 
5. There are rules for what women and men can do in Syria. 
6. In Germany things are different than in Syria. 
7. A woman has to be able to do everything in Germany. 
8. Her mother wasn’t allowed to / couldn’t work in Syria.  

N.B. :  Mother had no job = 1 mark only 
 

(b)  5 marks: 3, 2 
 Cynthia has to learn new things in Germany.  Mention two . 

  Any TWO of the following details:  5 marks: 3, 2 
 

 1.   To go to the bank. 
 2.   To go to (the) office(s). 
 3.   To go to the job centre. 
 4.   She has to learn to take matters/things in her own hands/to be independent.  

 3. (6 marks: (i) 3; (ii): 3)  
 What does Cynthia say about her mother’s situation in her home country?   
 What might change for her mother now?  Give details. 

  Home country: 3 marks 

  Any ONE of the following details:  3 marks 
 1. Her mother was not allowed to / couldn’t / didn’t work. 
 2. She stayed at home. 
 3. She looked after Cynthia and her brother/ after her children. 

  Germany: 3 marks 
   
  Her mother wants to get a job/ wants to work. (3) 
  
 4. (12 marks: (a) 3, (b) 9) 

(a) Mahdi’s mother wanted the family to flee from Afghanistan.  What were her reasons? 
 
  Any TWO of the following details: 3 marks: 2, 1 
 1. She/ the parents wanted him to study. 
 2. Her husband had died. 
 3. She believed Mahdi and his brother would have a better life/ better chances (in  
  Germany). 
 4. She herself never went to school. 
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 (b) Mahdi describes the family’s escape to Germany.  Give four details. 
 Any FOUR of the following details:  9 marks: 3, 3, 2, 1 
 
 1. The distance was/they travelled/fled/went 3700 km  
 2. Through/to Iran 
 3. To(wards) Europe  
 4. To Turkey/Bulgaria 
 5. They got separated (at the border). 
 6. Mahdi and his (older) brother got through/ across (the border). 
 7. They waited five months/for their mother and brother. 
 8. Mahdi and his brother/they did not know where their mother and brother were/  
  how they were.  
 
5. (10 marks: 5 x 2) 
 
  1. C 
  2. B 
  3. A 
  4. A 
  5. C 
  


